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How we learn in Reception
In Reception we encourage open ended free flow play 
where children can learn through things that interest 
them! It is amazing how much you can learn when 
playing in the sand – measure, capacity, role play, 
writing… and the list goes on. The staff in Reception 
are always on hand to scaffold play and enrich the 
experiences on offer. 

After the first few weeks we start to introduce some 
more short focused carpet sessions. These carpet 
sessions are predominantly Maths, Phonics, Literacy 
and circle time and will last about 20 minutes. These 
sessions are often followed up by a fun, play based 
and adult led activity. 

Throughout the year we offer the children many 
enriching activities such as trips, Forest School, 
Theatre visits etc that all help the children to become 
confident and comfortable with new experiences – All 
things that go towards children doing the Knavesmire 
50! 



A day in the life of Reception!



Early Years Team

Miss Coulson - Romans Teacher
Miss Copping - Vikings Teacher
Mrs Burley - Romans Teaching Assistant
Mrs Fairburn - Vikings Teaching Assistant (Monday - Thursday)
Mr Chester - Vikings Teaching Assistant (Friday)



The Early Learning Goals 



Big Idea
In fitting with the rest of the school, the Reception curriculum is built around the 
Knavesmire Big Idea. The Big Idea is meticulously planned to give a broad and 
balanced range of knowledge across all subject areas, in a way that is influenced by 
the children's interests and prior knowledge. Our Big Ideas are purpose led with an 
end goal or guiding purpose that we need to meet. In order to meet these goals, we 
ask and answer a series of questions to allow us to do so. Throughout the year we 
will share our Big Idea learning with you through Knowledge organisers that will be 
uploaded onto the school website. 



Maths
Maths is taught not only through many areas of provision but also through focus 
learning sessions on the carpet that are followed up by a fun activity. We aim to 
engage children and encourage mathematical thinking and concepts. We will often 
set problem solving tasks where the children get very excited and work out 
things for themselves. We begin by teaching the basic counting principles that 
ground the children’s mathematical thinking and then we move onto more complex 
aspects such as 1 more/1 less, ordering numerals and number bonds to 10. Below 
is the ELG that the children are aiming for at the end of Reception. We use the 
White Rose Maths scheme to guide our planning. 



Literacy & Phonics 
In Reception we aspire to spark a love of reading and books. We have a 
language rich environment and each week explore a wide range of books 
each week. Each of our Areas of Provision is enriched with books and 
writing opportunities. 

The children also partake in 2/3 short focused Literacy sessions a week 
where we explore different texts, writing skills and concepts needed for 
reading and writing. These are followed up by adult led activities and 
enhancement to the provision that the children can engage in. 

We teach phonics every morning.  Phonics can be a strange concept to many 
people as many of us did not learn to read and write through phonics 
ourselves. We will talk about this more in the next section. 

We no longer teach baseline script handwriting throughout Reception to 
allow children to grasp reading and writing of letters. 



PE
Physical education happens throughout the day in Early Years every day with all that we do. We 
do however have a set focus PE session on a Thursday morning where the children will get 
changed and go to the MUGA or hall to do a focus PE session. 



Music and Languages
Music and Languages are taught on Wednesday mornings by Mrs Hardy/Mr 
Sherwin (Music) and Miss Lupton (Languages). 



Parental Engagement 
Parental engagement is a key factor to helping your child 
succeed in school. We are always available if you would like 
to talk about your child’s progress, any interests that they 
may have or any concerns that you may have. Please catch us 
once the children are all safely in/out. 

Please see Class Dojo for daily updates. 

See the website NEWS section for weekly updates.

See ‘Big Idea knowledge organisers’ on Reception NEWS 
section  for information on what we are learning. 



Reminders

• Water bottles/drinking 
• Naming things - We already have 

jumpers/cardigans/snack boxes with no names 
and no children are claiming them. 

• Bags 
• Snacks in small boxes 
• Healthy food 
• Grapes (please cut them up)



Any questions? 

Now on to Phonics! 


