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Friday 18th July 2025

Mr Cooper and Mr Gardiner’s 

Message

Happy Friday and Happy Summer!

We cannot believe we are at the end of another long, 

action-packed year.

The past week has been full of brilliant celebrations, 

performances and thank yous. We are proud of all our children 

as they move into the next academic year but especially proud 

of our Year 6s. They have blown our socks off in their 

performance and we are so pleased with the fun they've had 

at this important time of transition. We'll miss them but know 

they'll go on to great things. To those parents who are also 

moving on from Knavesmire, thank you too. 

We have said goodbye today to three placement students (and 

former pupils) who have been with us for over a year: Alisha, 

Maddy and Courtney - they are great! We've also wished a 

fond farewell to Mrs Reed-Williams and Miss Kaberry as they 

move on to the next, exciting stage of their life. They've given 

so much to this school and our children. Thank you. 

Have a wonderful summer, whatever you do and wherever 

you are. For those of you returning, we will see you in 

September for the first day of term on Tuesday 2nd. 

Mr Cooper and Mr Gardiner

WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER
We hope that this School Newsletter format will 

prove helpful in better communicating 

information between school and home.

While ever evolving we will broadly including the 

following sections - please click on the links 

below to move directly to any section (direct 

links may not work on all devices):

● Whole School Information

● Governors Newsletter

● Trips, Activities and Performances

● Key Dates

● Cool Kids Club

● Year Group Messages

● Community Messages



FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND THE KNAVESMIRE OFFER
If your family qualifies for free school meals (aside from the universal free school meals for Reception,  Year 

1 and Year 2) you will also qualify for The Knavesmire offer. This means, in addition to free school meals,  

families can be provided with:  ● a school jumper or a school cardigan 
● a school footwear voucher 
● School milk 
● one term free swimming travel costs 
● two half-terms of free extra-curricular club 

participation 
● free school trips 

● negotiated costs for residential visits 

If you are not currently in receipt of these 
benefits, but would like to be, please contact the 
school office. We will ask you to complete a 
google form so we can collect relevant 
information and order your child’s 
jumper/cardigan, shoe voucher and milk. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS ELIGIBILITY
Free School Meals are automatically applied to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. This entitlement can be 
extended to children where families are in receipt of certain benefits and earnings do not exceed a threshold. These 
benefits include:
Universal Credit, Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance, Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit)

North Yorkshire County Council have launched an online portal for free school meal applications  that will give you 
an instant decision on whether your application is successful: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals

WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION

REPORTING ABSENCE & SICKNESS PROCEDURE

If your child is poorly, please contact the office by 
email or phone before the start of the school day at 
8.50am: admin@knavesmire.elt.org.uk

Please note that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea 
they cannot return until 48 hours from the last 
episode.
For chicken pox - all spots must have crusted over.  
If in doubt, please call us for guidance! 

OFFICE ADMIN

When communicating with the school about your 
child, please remember to include their full name 
and class.
Please note that as of September 2024 we are 
required to see evidence of any medical 
appointments. Please send any screenshots to 
accompany your absence email so that we can log 
this absence appropriately.

Lost Property
Just a quick reminder to remember to name all items that your child brings into school. Any mislaid named 
items will be returned to children in class.

We have a large number of unnamed items of uniform/coats/snack boxes/water bottles etc. These have all 
been placed in the gazebo in the playground. Feel free to look through these to look for any misplaced items. If 
there are any unclaimed items at the end of the school year, they will be donated or recycled.

We do not run a lost property in school. Any unnamed items will continue to be placed in the gazebo. The 
gazebo will be emptied of unclaimed items at the end of each half term.

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
mailto:admin@knavesmire.elt.org.uk


LOST PROPERTY
The box for lost hats, gloves and scarves in the 
gazebo on the playground is overflowing… 
Please check it out for your missing items.

Named clothing, if found, will be sent to class. 
Unnamed clothing will be recycled if an owner 
can’t be located.

WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION

CLOTHES BANK
Our fundraising and recycling clothes bank is 
situated at the entrance of the car park to the rear 
of the school. Please click on the following link to 
see Mrs Wogan-Wells from Y6 explain a little more 
about how it all works.
https://online.fundraiserecycleltd.co.uk/bank?ban
kId=KnavesmirePrimary-School
Please use the facility to donate any unwanted 
clothes.

SCHOOL MILK
If you want to register your child for school milk, 
simply visit www.coolmilk.com/register

REFUGEE COLLECTION
Refugee Action York can take donations again!
At the moment they are looking for shoes, small 
toys (no puzzles) and double buggies and prams 
for newborns. Thank you!

MUGA USE
The use of the MUGA (the enclosed Multi Use 
Games Area) at the back of school is not permitted 
for parents of children outside of school hours. 
This facility is used for school clubs.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

NITS
Do please be extra vigilant in checking your 
child’s hair. For information on how to spot & 
treat, please click on the NHS website. Do note 
that in many instances, nits look a bit like 
dandruff.
Whilst we cannot enforce it, we recommend 
long hair is tied back to help prevent further 
spread of headlice - thank you. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-ni
ts/

SCHOOL LIBRARY
Thanks to all of you who have returned books by the end 

of the year - if you unearth any over the summer then 

please bob them in when we’re back in September!

A huge good luck to the Year 6s moving up to Secondary 
School - I will miss my Library Assistants so much and 
wish them all the success in the world as they move 
onwards!
Miss Smith

https://online.fundraiserecycleltd.co.uk/bank?bankId=KnavesmirePrimary-School
https://online.fundraiserecycleltd.co.uk/bank?bankId=KnavesmirePrimary-School
http://www.coolmilk.com/register
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


NUT & SESAME FREE SCHOOL
For the safety and health of our 
school we are committed to being 
Nut & Sesame Free

WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION

We need your help to 
make our school a 
safe place for those 
with food allergies.
Please do not bring  
any nut or sesame  
products into school.

Some examples of 
foods containing 
nuts or sesame - 
some are not as 

obvious as 
others…



WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION

GOVERNOR NEWSLETTER JULY 2025

As we reach the end of another action-packed term at Knavesmire Primary, the Governors would like to share 
some of the highlights we’ve seen across the school.

It’s been a fantastic term for trips and enrichment activities. There’s been so much going on across the school 
it is impossible to capture it all, but here are some recent highlights! Year 4 had a brilliant time at their Robin 
Hood’s Bay Residential with rock pooling adventures and, of course, fish and chips by the sea! Year 5 enjoyed 
a challenging and exhilarating stay at Carlton Lodge, getting stuck into gorge walking, raft building, high ropes 
and more. Reception children had a magical (if rather hot) visit to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park, making 
memories as they came face to face with animals from around the world. Closer to home the energy of the 
Academy Trust Schools at Artsfest filled the University’s Central Hall with music and creativity – it was a joy to 
see our children singing, dancing, and rocking out on guitar! Last, but not least, it was great to see so many 
families enjoying the sunshine and cheering on the competitors at the recent Sports Evening. 

Governors have been active in school this term too. Olivia Else, our Pupil Premium link governor, met with 
staff to discuss how enrichment opportunities are provided to ensure all children, regardless of background, 
are able to take part in the full life of the school. Kay Roantree, our Safeguarding link governor, carried out a 
visit to review the latest monitoring report and Jackie Gray, our Personal Development link governor had a 
walkabout all year group classes to learn more about how the school supports SEN and to visit the School 
House. Finally, Vanessa Huws Jones, our Chair of Governors, joined the Year 6 team during SATs week to walk 
through the arrangements, including breakfast provision, test paper security, accessibility measures, and 
testing logistics. She reported that all aspects were handled with the usual Knavesmire care and 
professionalism, and that the children presented as confident, positive and feeling ready for the assessment 
week.

A huge congratulations to our Year 6 pupils on completing their primary school journey! We have seen and 
heard how incredibly hard they have worked over the past few months, and we are confident that Knavesmire 
has given them the tools, confidence and kindness that will ensure they are able to thrive in their new 
schools. 

Finally, an enormous thank you to all the members of staff and parents who play such an essential role in 
making Knavesmire a safe, happy and inspiring place to learn. We wish everyone a relaxing, well-earned 
summer break!



WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION

CLOTHES LABELS

Our school will receive 30% 
commission to put towards 
school funds from every order 
where the fundraising number 
is quoted. 

Our Fundraising 
Number Is: 11349

THE COFFEE CART IS BACK!

I am pleased to share the news that the Coffee Cart is back in  the playground in the mornings. Mr Taylor, our 
Pupil Mentor, will be outside Miss Hall's classroom, located near the main gates, every morning (when it's not 
raining!) before school starts with the Coffee Cart. Mr Taylor will be with some amazing Year 5 students who 
will be ready to sell some lovely cups of tea, coffee or hot chocolate, exactly what you need to start your 
morning.

All money raised goes back into restocking the coffee, tea and hot chocolate and any that is left over goes 
back to the school to help buy essential supplies. The young people who help out gain many skills and they 
thoroughly enjoy the challenges it brings. Miss Gilligan, our school SENCO will help out on a Friday morning 
and is available for a quick chat or to answer any questions you may have.

All drinks are only £2.00 and we accept cash or card. Please note that we do not serve coffee or tea to any 
children at school but we do allow hot chocolate as long as the drink is finished before the start of school and 
not taken into any classroom.

We look forward to seeing you soon.



TRIPS, ACTIVITIES AND PERFORMANCES

Year 3
Swimming - We would welcome any further contributions. The payment item will remain open on ParentPay 
over the summer holidays for any further payments.

Other
Y4/5/6 Choir and Young Voices 2026 - See email sent 11/07/25. The Year 4/5/6 Choir will begin rehearsals on 

Tuesday 09/09/2025. Rehearsals will be every Tuesday after school until Tuesday 03/03/26 with an end goal 

performance on Tuesday 10/03/26. Please look out for further information and ParentPay sign up in 

September. If your child is keen to start learning the songs, Young Voices have released a playlist of songs on 

Spotify at the link below:

https://open.spotify.com/album/0XQu60fO5OytaX3NNZaA9x

https://open.spotify.com/album/0XQu60fO5OytaX3NNZaA9x


CLUBS

CLUB NEWS
Circus Skills - Please note that Circus Skills is moving to Monday lunchtimes from next term.

Knavesmire Chess Club - FREE - Knavesmire Chess Club is open to all levels and it is FREE. If you as a parent are interested and 

want to volunteer or learn please let me know using the form, you will need a valid DBS from the school to attend the sessions.

Tuesday sessions will be for Years 4, 5 and 6

Tuesday will run from 3:30 to 4:15 pm. Please fill in the Google form to request a place, there is a limit on the number of spaces.

https://forms.gle/bpGkdwkVuSgcE6fD7

Thursday sessions will be for Years 2 and 3

Thursday will run from 3:30 to 4:00 pm. Please fill in the Google form to request a place, there is a limit on the number of spaces.

https://forms.gle/kRfsNU4RBSvELeGz7

If you cannot make any of the sessions but want to attend another club see the links below:

https://www.yorkchessclub.co.uk/ - Every Wednesday at Guppies (on Nunnery Lane)

York Explore library in town Sundays 2-3 pm during term time

Once you have completed the form I will email all parents more details.

If you have any questions please let me know by email to shroud.king@gmail.com or ask me in the playground. Ask around for 

Larry.

Organisation Activity Contact details

Ignite Sports Ignite run sports clubs after school on a Monday. You can sign up for these sessions on Ignite’s 

website. www.ignitesportscoaching.co.uk      or 

email: info@ignitesportscoaching.co.uk

Dance with Miss 
Caroline

Miss Caroline runs drama, cheerleading and street 
dance clubs for all school aged children on a 
Wednesday and Thursday lunchtime.

To sign up for these sessions please follow this link 

https://forms.office.com/r/UEqRPhRhcx

or for more info, email Miss Caroline: 

dancewithmisscaroline@outlook.com

Circus Skills Circus Stu runs a circus skills club for all school aged 
children. This takes place on a Monday lunchtime.

To sign up please email Stu: 

stuart@circusskillsyorkcic.org or go to the website: 

www.circusskillsyorkcic.org

Rocksteady Rocksteady are in Knavesmire on a Wednesday in 
school hours. Children can choose from the electric 
guitar, keyboard, drums or vocals.

For more information and to sign up, go to 

Rocksteady’s website: 

www.rocksteadymusicschool.com 

Clare’s Kitchen Clare runs sessions for all school aged children after 
school on a Monday and Friday. These sessions give 
children the opportunity to plan, prepare & cook 
their own nutritional meal, then dine together.

To sign up please email Clare:

clare@clares-kitchen.co.uk 

Chess Club This club in run on Tuesdays and Thursdays after 
school for years 1,2 and 3. The clubs are run by Larry, 
a parent volunteer. 

Please see details below with sign up information.

The following clubs and music lesson are run in school by external organisations. Please contact them 

directly for more information or to book a place.

https://forms.gle/bpGkdwkVuSgcE6fD7
https://forms.gle/kRfsNU4RBSvELeGz7
https://www.yorkchessclub.co.uk/
http://www.ignitesportscoaching.co.uk
mailto:info@ignitesportscoaching.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/r/UEqRPhRhcx
mailto:dancewithmisscaroline@outlook.com
mailto:stuart@circusskillsyorkcic.org
http://www.circusskillsyorkcic.org
http://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com
mailto:clare@clares-kitchen.co.uk


CREATIVE ARTS

Instrument Name Contact details

Guitar Steve Powell stevepowell726@gmail.com

Piano Carolyn Amos carolynamos@hotmail.co.uk

Drums Alex Woolgar alexwoolgar1@gmail.com

Singing Alison Pawley alisunr@yahoo.com

Violin Marcus Bousfield marcus.bousfield@btinternet.com

Brass Andy Hillier https://yorkmusiced.org.uk/index.php/what-we-do/york-music-centre/enrolment-f

orm

Peripatetic Music Lessons in School
The following music lessons are run in school by peripatetic teachers. Please contact them directly for more 

information.

CREATIVE ARTS NEWS

Several of our 3 pupils are taking part  in an exhibition of art work for our pupils across the trust. The 
exhibition is on at CityScreen in the upstairs corridor and is free to visit while the building is open. It 
will be shown from Sunday 6th July to Saturday 18th July so please do visit!

On Wednesday 9th July, a number of pupils from Years 2, 4 and 6 will attend the Excel Trust Annual 
Sports Fest at York High School. This year the event ends with a sponsored fun run. All pupils in the 
Trust voted for a choice of charities and the one chosen this year was UNICEF. You can support our 
runners with a donation here:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/excel-sports-fest?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL

mailto:stevepowell726@gmail.com
mailto:carolynamos@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:alexwoolgar1@gmail.com
mailto:alisunr@yahoo.com
mailto:marcus.bousfield@btinternet.com
https://yorkmusiced.org.uk/index.php/what-we-do/york-music-centre/enrolment-form
https://yorkmusiced.org.uk/index.php/what-we-do/york-music-centre/enrolment-form
https://www.justgiving.com/page/excel-sports-fest?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL


KEY DATES

YEAR DATE(S) ACTIVITY

Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5 16/03/26 to 20/03/26 Barcelona 2026

Year 6

The School 
House

Other 29/01/26
10/03/26

Young Voices (for Y4/5/6 choir members)
Y4/5/6 Choir Performance in School Hall (more details nearer the time)



FRIENDS OF KNAVESMIRE 

UPDATE

Dear Knavesmire Families,

First of all, we wanted to congratulate all the winners in yesterday’s Summer Raffle draw. We made £585 and 
we hope you enjoy your prizes.

But most importantly, we wanted to say a big thank you for all your support throughout this last year. Thanks 
to you and your generosity, including a couple of very kind  and big single donations, we have raised well over 
10,000 over the course of the year which is absolutely amazing 🙌  

This money is so important to the school and very much needed. It allows everyone to take part in exciting 
and important enrichment activities as well as improve the school’s learning equipment. We couldn’t have 
done it without you and hopefully you enjoyed all our events as much as we did.

It is however extremely important that we can continue this work and keep raising those essential funds. For 
that reason we are desperately looking for new F/friends and would love for you to come to our next 
Welcome Meeting on 12 September, which will boringly also have to include our AGM. But this way you will 
be able to see what exactly we do, how we help, HOW YOU CAN HELP and what the money has been spent on 
last year. So please come along and check us out.

We wish you a great summer and hope you will make lots of happy memories.

Before you go though we lastly wanted to make you aware of a fundraiser that is coming up first thing in the 
new term in September. It’d be great to get as many people together as possible. And what from what we 
heard it was great fun last year, so please have a think and sign up!!! 👇



COOL KIDS CLUB UPDATE
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR STAFF TRAINING DAYS ARE AVAILABLE TO BOOK THROUGH CHILDCARE BOOKINGS FOR 
SCHOOLS - THEY WILL BE FOUND UNDER ‘HOLIDAY CAMP’ ON YOUR BOOKING ACCOUNT

Booking Sessions for KCKC

To start making bookings, simply:

1. Click here to access the online booking system (or visit https://knavesmire-primary.cbfs.uk)
2. Register your online booking account (5 mins)
3. Use the ‘Bookings’ dropdown menu at the top of your Dashboard to begin requesting your sessions

Queries and system support

If you have any questions, or difficulties navigating the online booking system, please contact Childcare Bookings for 
Schools (our partner for any administration, booking and finance aspects of our wraparound care) directly:

T: 01444 523335

E: knavesmire@childcarebookingsforschools.co.uk

Their office operates between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday, all year round (including the school holidays).

Lots more information is available on the school website www.knavesmireprimary.co.uk/kckc

SUMMER IN KCKC

Hello from Kids Club! 

We have lots of activities planned for the summer holidays. Plus, exciting trips! 

Thursday 24th July - Rowntree Park

Wednesday 30th July - walk trip to Knavesmire woods and a teddy bears picnic

Thursday 7th August - Castle Museum 

TuesdaY 12th August - Rowntree Park

Tuesday 19th August - Railway Museum 

Week six - The Circus Man… t.b.c.

If the weather lets us down then please send children with welly boots and waterproofs as we’ll be getting out and 
going on trips anyway! 

For those of you who are new to holiday club we offer you a big welcome! Children need to bring:

* Sensible footwear for walking. 

* A packed lunch, plus snacks for morning and afternoon break. 

* A backpack which is easy for your child to carry. 

* A water bottle. 

* Spare clothing if needed. 

We look forward to seeing your children!

From the KC team!

http://www.knavesmireprimary.co.uk/kckc


YEAR GROUP MESSAGES

RECEPTION MESSAGES

Hello Reception,

It's been an amazing year and we are so proud of all of the incredible progress your children have made since 
beginning last September. They really are a gorgeous cohort and we have felt very lucky to have been their 
teachers. We will miss seeing you all every day, and we really do appreciate your kind words and support both 
today and across this year. 
We wish each and every one of you a restful and fun Summer break, and we look forward to seeing you all in 
September as brand new Year Ones!

Best wishes,

The Reception Team

NURSERY MESSAGES

Hello Nursery! 

Here we are in our final week and what a wonderful year we’ve had!

Well done to all of our leavers for a fantastic Nursery career, we’re so proud of all of the incredible progress you’ve 
made. For those children who will be attending different schools we wish you all the very best and will miss you a lot! 
For those children returning in September we can’t wait to have you back and meet lots of our new friends too!

Have a wonderful and well deserved summer break. 

Miss Parker and the Nursery Team ❤

YEAR 1 MESSAGES

It has been a busy and fun final week in Year One. On Monday, we went to watch the dress rehearsal of the Year Six 

play which everyone really enjoyed. On Tuesday, we spent some time using the Chromebooks which gave us another 

chance to practise logging on and using our passwords. It seems such a short time since our first newsletter for Year 

One and now this is our final one for the year!! It has been a pleasure to see the children grow and develop this year 

and help them during their journey through Year One. We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 

their kind and generous cards and gifts - they are really appreciated. We hope everyone has an amazing summer break 

and thank you for your support this year. 

From the Year One team.



YEAR GROUP MESSAGES

YEAR 3 MESSAGES

Year 3 have had a fabulous last week of the Summer Term! In Maths, the children learned how to add numbers using Year 4’s 
column addition method. On Thursday morning, the children took part in their final swimming lesson. On Thursday afternoon, 
the children enjoyed an afternoon in Rowntree Park. 

This year has been brilliant and the children have so much to be proud of! We’ve thoroughly enjoyed teaching the children this 
year and wish them all the very best as they continue their Knavesmire journey into Year 4!

We hope you all have a super summer break.

The Year 3 Team. 

Miss Urwin will be running the Helsinki Half Marathon in August 2025. She is fundraising for The Christie Charity, in memory of 
her grandad. 
If you would like to donate, please click on the link to her JustGiving page below. All donations would be greatly appreciated, no 
matter how big or how small: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/ellas-helsinki-half-marathon-fundraiser?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

YEAR 2 MESSAGES

Year 2 have had a great last week of the year! They have enjoyed their final transition session with Year 3, 

had great fun rounding off our Robots Big Idea and loved playing Bean Bag rounders altogether too! We are 

so proud of everything that the children have achieved this year and we know that they will be brilliant in 

Year 3. 

And a final huge thank you to everybody for your gorgeous end of year gifts! We are blown away by your 

generosity.

We hope you all have a lovely summer and we are looking forward to seeing the children again on Tuesday 

2nd September!

The Year 2 Team

YEAR 4 MESSAGES

We’ve had a wonderful, fun filled week in Year 4. Thank you for all your fantastic support and letting us teach your 
lovely children this year.

Have a fabulous summer!



YEAR GROUP MESSAGES

YEAR 6 MESSAGES
How do we put this year into words?! A final newsletter from the Year 6 team to say how incredibly proud we are of our Year 6 
cohort and how superbly they performed our Year 6 production this week. We could not have asked for a more energetic, 
vivacious group of children to bring the world of 'Wannabe' to life and we are so very proud of what they have achieved, both this 
week and throughout the entire year. 

We also say goodbye to Miss Kaberry today, who evidently couldn't face being at Knavesmire without your wonderful children! 
She is, as you all know, a superb teacher, a fierce friend and an all-round wonderful human being. She will be very much missed... 
but we know she will have a wonderful time in Dubai.

Finally, a thought for the summer, as you help prepare your children for the next step in their education, a time that we know for 
many parents can be an emotional challenge. We see in your children everything they need to be ready for secondary school; we 
see confidence, determination, diligence, personality and positivity. They have been supported so wonderfully by you all and are 
going out into the world as the very best versions of themselves; please ensure that you all have the most wonderful fun-filled 
summer!

The Year 6 Team

THE SCHOOL HOUSE MESSAGES

We have had a lovely final week in the School House!

The children have mainly been in their year group classes, enjoying end of year celebrations and activities. In 
the School House, we have enjoyed sketching Paddington and getting ready for our Paddington themed book 
study in September. We also decorated our own plant pots which have been sent home in an end of year 
goodie bag from the School House Team.

As always, thank you for your continued support. We hope you have a brilliant Summer and can't wait to see 
you in September! If you would like to pop in on the September training day, please email Mrs Nightingale to 
arrange a time.

We will also be hosting a 'Welcome Back Breakfast' on Tuesday 2nd September 8:50am-9:20am. All parents 
& guardians are welcome to join!

School House Team.

YEAR 5 MESSAGES

The children have been working so hard on their Year 5 project this week. It is a testament to them that in 
the final week before the holidays, they are still showing so much enthusiasm and positive attitude towards 
their learning!

All that is left to say is a massive thank you for all your support over the past year - it really has made a 
difference.

Enjoy the holidays and we will see you all again soon when your child is in Year 6!

The Year 5 Team.



YEAR 6 TRANSITION INFORMATION



COMMUNITY MESSAGES
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